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MLA STYLE GUIDELINES 8
th

 EDITION (2016) 

 Following are formatting guidelines for citing various types of sources, followed by examples. For 

situations not covered here, ask a librarian or consult the MLA Style Guide in the Ready Reference area. Please 

see the Works Cited handout to see how to properly format (font, indenting, spacing, margins, etc.) on 

your Works Cited page. 

 The 8
th

 edition of the MLA Handbook provides a "universal set of guidelines" for citing sources across 

all format types. These guidelines state that, if given, these core elements should be included in the citation; if 

any of the elements are not present, simply omit them from your citation: 
 

1. Author 

2. Title of Source 

3. Title of Container 

4. Other Contributors 

5. Version/edition 

 

6. Number (vol. and/or issue)  

7. Publisher 

8. Publication date 

9. Location (DOI# or URL) – optional*

*About URLs: URLs are recommended in MLA 8 when they redirect a reader directly back to the original resource. The 

link should be consistent (not likely to change) and a reasonable length. If including a URL, omit http:// or https:// 

 

Book: physical, 

printed version 

consulted 

FORMAT: 

Author. Book Title. Publisher, publication date. 

 

EXAMPLE: 

Bloom, Harold. How to Read and Why. Scribner, 2000. 

Online book: from a 

library database or 

other online 

database 

FORMAT: 

Author. Book Title. Publisher, publication date, Database Name, URL (non-library 

books only). 
 

EXAMPLES: 
 

Schoots, Hans. Living Dangerously: A Biography of Joris Ivens. Amsterdam UP, 2000, 

Ebook Central. 

Burnett, Frances Hodges. Little Lord Fauntleroy. Scribner & Sons, 1866, Google Book 

Search, books.google.com/books/about/Little_Lord_Fauntleroy.html. 

Magazine, 

Newspaper, or 

Journal article: 

from a library 

database (most 

common) 

FORMAT: 

Author. “Article Title.” Publication Title, vol.#, no.#, pp.#-#, Day Mon. Year published, 

(page numbers). Database Name, URL (optional) or doi#. 

 

EXAMPLES: 
 

Updike, John. “Nan, American Man.” The New Yorker, 3 Dec. 2007, pp. 84-85. Literature  

Resource Center. 

Hulse, Carl. “Congress Passes Bill to Keep Government Running.” New York Times, 1 Oct.  

2009, pp.A1. General OneFile. 

Moellendorf, Darrel. “Treaty Norms and Climate Change Mitigation.” Ethics &  

International Affairs, vol.23, no.3, Fall 2009, pp. 247-66. Academic OneFile.  
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Magazine, 

Newspaper, or 

Journal article: 

from a website (not 

from a library 

database) 

FORMAT:  

Author name. “Article Title.” Publication Title, vol.#, no.# (if available), Day Mon. 

Year published, URL. 

 

EXAMPLES: 

Jensen, Cheryl. "Fastening Seat Belts: The 3 Seconds that Save Lives." Consumer 

Reports, Aug. 2016, www.consumerreports.org/ car-safety/fastening-seat-belts-3-

seconds-that-save-lives/. 

Okie, Susan. “Fighting H.I.V., a Community at a Time.” New York Times, 26 Oct. 2009, 

nytimes.com/2009/10/27/health/27hiv.html. 

Magalas, Laura, and Thomas G. Ryan. “A New Rendition of an Old Classic: The Young 

Writers Program as a Writing Workshop.” International Journal of Progressive 

Education, vol.12, no.2, June 2016, www.inased.org/v12n2/ijpev12n2.pdf. 

Magazine, 

Newspaper, or 

Journal article: 

physical version 

consulted 

(less common) 

FORMAT: 

Author. “Article Title.” Publication Title, Day Mon. Year published, vol.#, no.#, pp.#-# 

(page numbers). 

 

EXAMPLES: 

Brown, Carolyn M. “More Bang for the Buck: Moving to Georgia Saved the Salmon Family  

Thousands in Education Costs and Property Taxes.” Black Enterprise, Jan. 2007, 

pp.62-63. 

Sterngold, James. "Prisons' Budget to Trump Colleges.'" San Francisco Chronicle, 21 May  

2007, p.A1.  

Brandtzaeg, Per. “Why We Develop Food Allergies.” American Scientist, Jan.-Feb. 2015,  

vol.95, no.1, pp.28-35. 

Webpage from a 

larger website (most 

common) 

FORMAT:  

Author name (if present). “Webpage Title.” Website Name, Website publisher (omit if 

same as website name), Day Mon. Year published, URL. 

 

EXAMPLE: 
Lohrey, Jackie. "How to Write a Successful Resume." eHow, Leaf Group, www.ehow.com/ 

how_4710883_write-successful-resume.html. 

 

Entire website (less 

common) 
FORMAT: 

Website Name. Publisher Name (omit if same as website name), Day Mon. Year 

published (if present), URL. 

 

EXAMPLE: 

eHow. Leaf Group, www.ehow.com. 

 

 


